Phylogenetics of the Caprinae based on cytochrome b sequence.
Relationships within the subfamily Caprinae have never been fully resolved. Phylogenies have been proposed based on morphological, behavioral, ecological, and some molecular comparisons. Because of the relatively poor fossil record of the Caprinae, paleontological evidence has not been extensively used in phylogenetic reconstruction for this group. Traditionally, four tribes: Saigini, Ovibovini, Rupicaprini, and Caprini, have been recognized. We investigated relationships within the Caprinae by comparing sequences of the cytochrome b gene of mitochondrial DNA from 11 species of Caprinae and 1 Bovinae species. Our analyses suggest that revisions to previous phylogenies, including the dissolution of the Ovibovini, are warranted.